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1 of 1 review helpful A powerful experience and gripping story By Ronald Nameth I just finished reading A Florida 
Pioneer and want to congratulate the author on a superb work When I first heard about this book I thought it might just 
be another uninteresting and boring personal history I was very surprised and happy to experience that it was just the 
opposite a fascinating insight into a Swedish immigran A Florida Pioneer is a book about the adventurous life of Josef 
Henschen Swedish immigrant to Florida in the 1870s Henschen was a young medical student in Upsala Sweden when 
in 1871 he was asked to recruit and bring over a large group of Swedish laborers to Florida The group he brought went 
to work at Henry S Sanford s plantations in Seminole County There the Swedes founded the New Upsala settlement 
and many Swedish descendants in central Florida have their root 
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