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At the beginning of the 9th century the growing population of the three great branches of the Scandinavian race who 
peopled the countries abutting the Baltic the Norsemen or Northmen the Swedes and the Danes began a great outward 
movement which was caused both by political changes and their enterprising nature Thus the 9th century came to be 
known as the Age of the Vikings Vikinga Old The Danish emigration directed its course to the north east of England 
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