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1 of 1 review helpful The great fleet anchorage in the Orkneys By HMS Warspite It isn t often that you get an 
experienced historian with an opportunity to write about the place he grew up Such is the treat offered in Angus 
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Konstam s Scapa Flow an Osprey Fortress Series entry about the Royal Navy s wartime fleet anchorage in Northern 
Scotland Britain s main battle fleet based itself out of the natural harbor at Sca A strategically important natural harbor 
in the Orkney Islands Scapa Flow served as Britain s main fleet anchorage during World Wars I and II It held Jellicoe 
s Grand Fleet from 1914 18 and it was from here that it sailed out to do battle with the Germans at Jutland in 1916 In 
1914 the British began building a comprehensive defensive network by fortifying the entrances to Scapa Flow and 
then extending these defenses to cover most of Orkney These static defenses w ldquo a well written interesting book 
on a subject of importance that has been largely ignored The defenses are presented as a unified whole protecting 
against surface submerged and aerial attack This book is recommended to those with a wide range 
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