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In 1612 George Sinclair an illegitimate son of a Caithness laird became a Norwegian national hero Along with almost 
300 of his followers Sinclair was killed in an ambush in Norway while marching to join the King of Sweden s army 
Sinclair has legendary status in Norway but has been totally forgotten in his home country just as the memory of 
thousands of other Scottish mercenaries who served in the the armies of Europe in the 16th and 17th centuries has 
been forgott ldquo The role of Scots fighters in the British Empire is celebrated far and wide hellip but their exploits in 
Europe for the two centuries before that find little mention in history or popular literature hellip surveys exploits and 
experiences of Scots who 
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