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2 of 2 review helpful Authentic Memories By Howard H Raymond Fantastic first hand account of a young man 
growing into the new west The day by day mundane events paint a picture unparalleled in fiction writing A must have 
for any student of Nebraska history and the settling of Phelps County 1 of 1 review helpful A very interesting glimpse 
of life in the late 1900th century in US In 1876 Rolf Johnson and his family left Illinois for Phelps County Nebraska 
There they faced the challenges of pioneering on the Great Plains digging wells building sod houses plowing and 
planting crops and fighting prairie fires Johnson s diary goes beyond individual conquest however and provides insight 
into the great cooperative endeavor of plains settlement Rolf s Swedish family and neighbors worked and socialized 
with other Swedes just as nearby Dani From Library Journal This diary is in many ways as charming as its title With 
the enthusiasm and innocence of young adulthood Johnson records several years of his life as a first generation 
Swedish American farmer in Nebraska and the greater Plains region His 
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