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28 of 30 review helpful An impressive documentary history By A Customer First and foremost the letters between 
King James and his three male favorites are fascinating Even the little unintended cultural insights are interesting for 
instance that gossip meant godfather that Steenie is short for Stephen or that the king of Spain had given James an 
elephant as a gift With the author s help in establishing What can we know of the private lives of early British 
sovereigns Through the unusually large number of letters that survive from King James VI of Scotland James I of 
England 1566 1625 we can know a great deal Using original letters primarily from the British Library and the National 
Library of Scotland David Bergeron creatively argues that James correspondence with certain men in his court 
constitutes a gospel of homoerotic desire Bergeron grounds ldquo Bergeron s exploration of letters between King 
James and three of his favorites reveals an intimate world of collaborative homoerotics and sexual desire The lucid 
lively narrative generously includes newly collected letters between the king 
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