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Saint Birgitta of Sweden canonised in 1391 is one of the most important female figures of medieval Europe She 
participated vigorously in its political life attempting through her writings to end the Hundred Years War between 
England and France and to strengthen the Papacy against the Schism she also influenced other mystics such as Julian 
of Norwich Catherine of Siena Chiara Gambacorta Margery Kempe and Elizabeth Barton leading a tradition in which 
women desp Language Notes Text English translation About the Author Julia Bolton Holloway Ph D is a vowed 
hermit living in Florence Italy She has published seventeen other works on important historical figures 
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