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5 of 5 review helpful Definitive Biography of Robert the Bruce By J Anderson G S W Barrow s exhaustively 
researched book is the definitive biography of Robert the Bruce who was King of Scots from 1306 until 1329 It is also 
the definitive history of the First Scottish War of Independence And it just may be the best book you ll ever read on 
the rise of the concept of the nation state in Medieval Europe at least the In this classic account of Robert Bruce s life 
and career Professor Barrow describes the interplay and tension between Bruce and the concept of a Scottish nation of 
which Bruce aspired to be leader He demonstrates the unity of purpose which linked the efforts of church leaders 
nobles and free holders throughout the period 1290 to 1329 as together they conducted a single minded campaign to 
defend the freedom of the Scottish realm against English arms and armed onsl This towering history set a new 
standard for academic writing Sunday Herald Scotland About the Author G W S Barrow is Professor Emeritus at the 
University of Edinburgh 
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