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6 of 6 review helpful A welcome recognition of Edinburgh s remarkable thinkers By Customer Some years ago I 
travelled through India and Pakistan and was impressed by the scale and durability of much of the infrastructure built 
by the British Raj over a century ago As is the way of monument builders there was often a plaque to commemorate 
the opening of these structures More often than not Scots played a prominent rol How in the eighteenth century did a 
notoriously poor alcoholic violent and smelly town consisting of just two long streets and 40 000 inhabitants make 
such an impression on its age and on ours So that Voltaire wrote with a dash of malice that today it is from Scotland 
that we get rules of taste in all the arts from epic poetry to gardening In just 50 years Edinburgh had more impact on 
our ideas than any town of its size since the Athens of Socrates James Buchan has written a hugely readable and 
comprehensive review of this volatile period in the city s life Fascinating anecdotes and arguments sparkle across its 
pages and CAPITAL OF THE MIND is an absolute joy to read Irvine Welsh Guardian Ja 
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