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that we may behold at once what divers Off springs have proceeded from one braine This observation from the Bishop 
of Winchester in his preface to King James s 1616 Workes is particularly appropriate since James s writings cross the 
boundaries of so many different fields While several other monarchs engaged in literary composition King James VI 
and James I published more works than any other British sovereign including Queen Victoria In addition to poetry the 
King produced translations controversial pieces meditations commentaries on scripture political theory and kingship 
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