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Portmahomack today is a serene fishing village on the Dornoch Firth north east Scotland where archaeological 
excavations have written a new history of the origins of Scotland This book brings alive the expedition and its 
discoveries most famously a monastery of the eighth century in the land of the Picts Starting from chance finds of a 
Pictish carved stone in St Colman s churchyard the archaeologists unearthed four settlements one on top of the other 
An elit About the Author Martin Carver was an army officer for 15 years a commercial archaeologist for 13 and 
Professor of Archaeology at York 1986 2007 He has created two commercial archaeology units Birmingham 
Archaeology and FAS Heritage Ltd an 
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