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2 of 2 review helpful Outstanding By J Aronson I can t believe that mine is only the second review of this important 
book This is a political rather than an operational or campaigns and battles history of the New Model Army As the 
first reviewer observed this book assumes the reader has a firm grasp of the major events that transpired in the 
Kingdom of England between 1600 and 1640 that led up to The New Model Army was one of the most formidable 
fighting forces ever assembled Taking his evidence from contemporary sources Ian Gentles describes its formation 
under Thomas Fairfax and Oliver Cromwell their innovative tactics the course of its decisive victories over the forces 
of Charles I and its ferociously successful campaigns against the Scots and the Irish As importantly he examines the 
motivations and aspirations of the soldiers and their officers A masterly achievement and renders all previous works 
on the creation and early years of the army obsolete The Times A meticulously researched book which will supersede 
all previous work on the New Model Army Times Literary Supplement 
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