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4 of 6 review helpful Excellent review of a forgotten king By Gabriel Stein Swedes tend to jump from Charles X 
Gustav to his grandson Charles XII forgetting Charles XI But this was one of Sweden s greatest kings He broke the 
aristocratic oligarchy shored up Crown finances and reorganised the civil service the army and the navy Most of all he 
kept the peace for 25 years when Sweden was large but poor and all its nei The reading public outside Sweden knows 
little of that country s history beyond the era in the seventeenth century when Sweden under Gustavus Adolphus 
became a major European power by her intervention in the Thirty Years War In the last decades of the seventeenth 
century another Swedish king Charles XI launched a less dramatic but remarkable bid to stabilize and secure Sweden s 
position as a major power in northern Europe and as master of the Baltic Sea This book g With this scholarly 
biography Upton fills a long standing void in the literature of Swedish history in the early modern period highly 
recommended for university and larger public libraries Choice Upton writes clearly and well Marc Rae 
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