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13 of 14 review helpful Not What I Was Hoping For By P R Wiley The book is a dull and uninspired recitation of 
facts related to leaders of and trends in Swedish history Concise yes but concise to the point of evading explanation 
constitution of the Swedish state and motives and culture of the Swedish people Readers looking for into the why of 
these topics may be best advised to look elsewhere It certainl Neil Kent s book sweeps through Sweden s history from 
the Stone Age to the present day Early coverage includes Viking hegemony the Scandinavian Union the Reformation 
and Sweden s political zenith as Europe s greatest superpower in the seventeenth century while later chapters explore 
the Swedish Enlightenment royal absolutism the commitment to military neutrality and Pan Scandinavianism The 
author brings his account up to date by focusing on more recent development Recommended Choice About the Author 
Neil Kent is Senior Associate at the Scott Polar Research Institute in Cambridge and Professor at the St Petersburg 
State Academy of Art Architecture and Culture His previous publi 
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