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Thisisthefirst in a sequence of books which explores the history of The Baltic World and Northern Europe In this
period Sweden was a major European power occupying a central position in international politics Her rise and decline
and the passing of regional hegemony to the new powers of Russia and Prussia are central featuresin the book Dr
Kirby describes the evolving social and political systems of the principal Baltic states of the time he gives the key eve
The book isto be welcomed as arich and accurate account of a significant but comparatively neglected area of Europe
The Slavonic About the Author David Kirby teaches at Florida State University and is the author
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