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Swedish filmmaker Roy Andersson s celebrated and enigmatic film Songs from the Second Floor his first feature film 
in twenty five years won the Special Jury Prize at the Cannes Film Festival in 2000 The songs of the film s title refer 
to Andersson s artistic ruminations on the state of mankind from his office on the second floor of Studio 24 in 
Stockholm The film presents a series of forty six tableaux long deep focus shots with a still camera mostly in 
Lindqvist s close readings of individual sequences and her explication of Andersson s influences are invaluable 
Anyone who has seen the film and wondered about its admittedly very peculiar aesthetic its poetic structure and its 
harsh social satire will fee 
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