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0 of 0 review helpful A strong book for the start of intellectual Scotland By Glenn D Robinson Very enjoyable I have 
been getting into my family roots and in the course of my readings I have heard of the Scottish Renaissance This book 
helped fill in a great deal of information For the most part the book focuses on Edinburgh from 1745 1790 starting 
with the time of Bonnie Prince Charlie During this era Edinburgh wen In the early eighteenth century Edinburgh was a 
filthy backwater town synonymous with poverty and disease Yet by century s end it had become the marvel of modern 
Europe home to the finest minds of the day and their breathtaking innovations in architecture politics science the arts 
and economics mdash all of which continue to echo loudly today Adam Smith penned The Wealth of Nations James 
Boswell produced The Life of Samuel Johnson Al From Publishers Weekly In a span of 50 years in the late 18th 
century Edinburgh a city of merely 40 000 inhabitants contained some of the Enlightenment s most important thinkers 
such as philosopher David Hume economist Adam Smith biographer James Boswell a 
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